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Fall 2013
The University o f M ontana, School o f A rt 
ARTZ U 221.01A, Painting 1, 3 Credits
Prereq., ART 125/102/ARTZ106.
Instructo r: Kevin Bell
Office: Room 413, Fine A rt Building, kevin.bell@ um ontana.edu 
Office Flours: Wednesdays, 3:00-4:00pm
M eeting  tim es: l l :1 0 - l:0 0 p m , Tuesdays and Thursdays, FA 404
TEXTBOOK: M arylin  Scott. The Oil Painter's Bible. Book Sales, 2005. Please o rder th rough 
Amazon.com o r s im ilar w eb site. The bookstore  cu rren tly  on ly has a lim ited  num ber o f copies.
COURSE DESCRIPTION: Acrylic and oil pa inting emphasizing com position  and app lica tion o f color 
theo ry . Research in h istorical and contem porary theories.
COURSE OBJECTIVES AND FORMAT: This course is designed to  in troduce the  craft, m ateria ls and 
conceptual issues o f painting. No p rio r painting experience is assumed. Two m ajor areas w ill be 
addressed in th is  course, o ften  sim ultaneously, som etim es m ore independently: 1) Basic 
technical aspects o f pa in t handling and m an ipu la tion , co lor th eo ry  and mixing. 2) Exploration o f 
critica l and conceptual concerns, such as visual problem  solving and deve lopm ent o f personal 
expression and visual language. W hile  techn ique and con ten t are both  essential to  creating art, 
some assignments and pro jects w ill focus m ore strongly on one than the  o the r. I encourage you 
to  keep an open m ind to  all.
In class: The m a jo rity  o f the  class tim e  w ill be spent painting w ith  ind ividual instruction. 
Interspersed th ro ug h ou t the  te rm  w ill be various dem onstrations, group critiques and lectures. 
Critiques in particu la r are valuable to  artists at all stages o f th e ir  career. These discussions a llow  
students to  learn from  each o the r and th e ir  instructor, evaluate them selves, and to  u tilize th e ir  
grow ing visual vocabulary. I w ill guide these discussions and o ffe r my feedback, bu t u ltim a te ly  
expect th e  class as a w ho le  to  speak m ore than  m yself in response to  each o ther's  a rtw ork. Your 
partic ipa tion  is essential to  make these m eaningful and engaging experiences.
Homework: Expect to  spend 5 hours a week outside o f class. Occasionally I w ill have you 
com plete  exercises over the  weekend, bu t m ost o f your hom ew ork w ill consist o f continu ing  
w ith  painting assignments in itia ted  in class. I w ill o ften  b rie fly  m eet w ith  each o f you tow ards 
the  end o f Thursday's class to  discuss your weekend w ork. If you are no t sure w ha t you need to  
be doing over th e  weekend, make sure you come see me before  you leave on Thursday's class. 
This studio is available fo r  your use when no o the r class is m eeting. (No classes are scheduled in 
th is  studio on Friday, Saturday and Sunday and are a perfect tim e  to  w ork.)
PARTICIPATION. Partic ipation is an im p orta n t part o f th is  course, and you w ill be expected to  be 
engaged in every class. Please make sure you show up w ill all m ateria l each class. Critiques are 
valuable to  artists at all stages o f th e ir  career. These discussions a llow  students to  learn from  
each o the r and th e ir  instructor, evaluate them selves, and to  u tilize th e ir  grow ing visual 
vocabulary. I w ill guide these discussions and o ffe r my feedback, bu t u ltim a te ly  expect th e  class 
as a w ho le  to  speak m ore than m yself in response to  each o ther's  a rtw ork. Please come ready 
to  ta lk  and o ffe r your insights and suggestions.
GRADING AND EVALUATION 
Grades w ill re flect
•  Q uality o f w o rk  (70%)
o Com pletion o f assignment w ith  a high level o f com m itm ent, 
o Understanding o f new concepts 
o W illingness to  take chances
•  Partic ipation (30%)
o Attendance 
o C ontribu tions to  critiques 
o Classroom e tique tte , and fa c ility  care 
If you are present, engaged and w ork ing  to  understand new things, progress w ill come 
inevitab ly.
I w ill give you verbal feedback on each o f your paintings during scheduled group critiques and 
th rough  w ritte n  com m ents on com pleted assignments. A fina l one-on-one critique  w ill be 
scheduled at th e  end o f te rm  to  discuss your w ork. Add itiona lly , I w ou ld  be happy to  m eet 
before  th is  to  discuss your progress if you wish.
ATTENDANCE: Success in painting is a lm ost en tire ly  a func tion  o f e ffo rt. It is im p o rta n t to  
arrive on tim e, w ith  all m aterials, and be ready to  w ork. Usually at the  beginning o f each class I 
w ill discuss im p o rta n t concepts and issues th a t w ill guide th e  day's assignment, and each 
assignment builds on previous w ork. It is therefore nearly impossible to make up missed class 
and it is essential that you are committed to arriving on time and attending every class. M ore 
than  3 missed classes o r consistent lateness w ill result in a low ered grade. (For example, from  
B+ to  B).
If you miss a class, please ask a fe llo w  classmate about w ha t you missed. It is o ften  very hard to  
find  a tim e  to  m eet and summarize the  class fo r  you. I ask th a t you have th e  email o f at least 
one fe llo w  classmate you can contact. I w ill post all lectures and assignments on M oodle.
Two hours go by quickly in a studio  so it is also im p orta n t th a t you are set up and ready to  go by 
classtime. In fo rm ation  about assignments is usually discussed at th e  beginning o f the  class and 
it is d istracting to  o thers to  be setting  up late.
Student Conduct Code
All students m ust practice academic honesty. Academic m isconduct is subject to  an academic 
penalty by th e  course ins truc to r a nd /o r d iscip linary sanction by the  University. All students 
need to  be fam ilia r w ith  the  Student Conduct Code. The Code is available fo r  review  online at 
h ttp ://life .um t.edu/V P S A /nam e/S tudentC onductC ode .
Disabling Condition:
"The University o f M ontana assures equal access to  ins truction  th rough  co llaboraton between 
students w ith  disabilities, instructors, and D isability fo r  Students (DSS). If you th ink  you have a 
d isability  adversely a ffecting your academic perform ance, and you are no t already registered 
w ith  DSS, please contact DSS in Lommasson 154. I w ill w o rk  w ith  you and DSS to  provide an 
appropria te  accom m odation"
Withdrawal Policy
Specifics available at th is  w eb address: h ttp ://w w w 2 .u m t.e d u /ca ta lo g /a cp o lp ro .h tm  
Health and Safety
The UM A rt D epartm ent uses env ironm enta lly  sound m ethods. Required m ateria ls from  your 
supply list are in compliance, w ith  he exception o f Gamsol. Gamsol is th e  only a llowable  solvent 
in th e  painting area because o f its re la tive ly  low  arom atic vapors and evaporation rate (20% in 
th re e  hours). Even still, do no t leave any conta iner o f Gamsol open fo r  a prolonged period. All 
o the r solvents, including tu rp en tin e  and Odorless M inera l Spirits are p roh ib ited . You are 
ind iv idua lly  responsible fo r  clean up at the  end o f each session in th is  classroom (e ither in or ou t 
o f class tim e). Use o f the  w oodshop pow er too ls  is vo luntary, and all users m ust com plete  a 
pow er to o l o rien ta tion . No creatures or children w ill be a llowed in th e  studios during class tim e  
o r open studio tim es. No food  or beverage containers w ill be a llowed in the  A rt D epartm ent 
fac ilities w hen art-m aking is in progress. All a rt w o rk  m ust be picked up by th e  M onday a fte r 
finals w eek or it w ill be discarded.
Building Access
The use o f studio space requires cu rren t en ro llm en t in a specific studio  course, as course fees 
are used to  purchase supplies. Those no t cu rren tly  enrolled w ill be asked to  leave. Building 
hours are 7:00am to  11:00pm daily. Fridays are open studio day in the  a rt bu ild ing— no classes 
are scheduled.
Art Student Collective
The collective is a s tudent -organ ized  and student-led group th a t sponsors a rt-re la ted  
workshops, events, and the  Annual Juried Student A rt Show. M em bers m eet regularly. Look fo r 
in fo rm a tiona l posters in the  A rt Building.
Events in the Department
h ttp ://u m a rtd e p a rtm e n t.w o rd p re ss .com
Please sign up fo r  the  School o f A rt Facebook Page— look fo r  "G rizA rt"
